


The Weapons Mounted Installation Kit (WMIC) is 
only one of 10 built to serve in Afghanistan.  Owned 
by Andrew Baker for the past 10-months, there are 
only six left in the world – the remainder having 
either been broken up or out of service. 

Built and assembled by Alvis in 2002, the WMIC is 
a mission weapons platform, differing from the 
normal Supercat through its extensive weapons. 
Asked why he was attracted to it, Andrew came up 
with a simple reply: “it’s unique!” 

H A V E  Y O U  S E E N  T H I S  V E H I C L E ?  

knowledge”. 

The first Schools Day was in 2010 and it was such a 
huge success that over 1,200 pupils came. This year 
– being the last day of term – there was slightly less 
at around 1,000. However this made the event far 
more manageable, enabling the pupils to spend 
more time talking to the re-enactors and presenters. 

Mark commended the presenters on their very 
stimulating programme of events – in particular 
picking out the large map presentation explaining 

the Normandy invasion, concluding: “This is an 
explanation that the pupils will never forget” . 

With The War and 
Peace Show 
Schools Day now 
in its second year, 
The Beltring Bugle 
talked to the 
former Cabinet 
Member for 
Education at Kent 
County Council 
(2007-2009), Mark 
Dance, about why 
he thinks it’s a 
fantastic idea. 

In 2009 Mark got together with Rex Cadman 
about linking up education with The War and 
Peace Show. His drivers were “that all young 
people should experience education outside 
of the classroom where possible and relevant. 
Doing this brings it to life and makes learning 
something to enjoy and the lessons more 
memorable. As The War and Peace Show is 
so varied – not just tanks but planes, cars, 
people - all bringing the world wars to life – it 
gives the young people something to reflect 
on, a real living history.” Mark had not visited 
The Show in the past, only heard about it, but 
now admits he can see the reason for the 
excitement behind it: “It has such a friendly, 
family feel and the way that our history is 
portrayed encourages a real thirst for 

lipstick colours ranging from pinks through corals to 
reds.  Eyeliner and mascara was also worn, if 
obtainable (often on the black market!)  Nails matched 
lipstick with a half-moon on each finger left unpainted.  
Hair was set using 
rollers, often left in 
overnight or 
covered by a 
headscarf during 
the day.  Hats and 
gloves were 
always worn with 
matching shoes 
and handbags.  

Melanie Nicholls, 
wearing WAF 
ground-crew 
overalls explained 
that women 
would: “Borrow 
mens’ belts in 
order to show off their waists and look more feminine”. 

In the 20s and 30s the boyish figure was in 
vogue, flappers were the talk of the town.  

The 30s and 40s saw a return to the more 
womanly shape. Fashionable clothes 
emphasised waists and busts, and shoulder 
pads were regularly seen.  Mainly natural 
fabrics such as wool, cotton and silk were 
available, man-made rayon was becoming 
more commonly used.  Women serving their 
country were forced to wear distinctly 
unfashionable but apparently practical serge 
uniforms with rough cotton blouses.  They 
were not allowed to wear nail polish but 

could wear pink 
lipstick – and a 
shortage of stockings 
meant tea bags and 
gravy browning 
suddenly found a 
new use as 
substitute hosiery – 
just add a line down 
the back and you’re 
ready to go! 

The Belting Bugle 
spoke to Nia Michael 

who showed us her policeman’s hat – a 
simple cloche shape with a wide brim.  Miss 
Maybe explained that make up always 
began with foundation and face powder, with 

gether with the bread and the re-
maining onions. Season with the 
pepper and salt. Add sufficient flour 
to bind and shape the mixture into 
small balls. Place balls in gravy and 
bake in a moderately heated oven 
for 1 hour. 
 
 

CURRIED BALLS 
A breakfast dish for 100 men  

 
From a 1942 pamphlet issued by the 
Quarter Master General India 
"Recipes for Cooking Field Service 
Rations".  

Ingredients 
25lbs meat 
8lbs bread 
6lbs onions 
1lb curry powder 
1lb dripping 
3lbs flour 
2oz salt 
1oz pepper 
Stock as required 
  
Method 
Make a curry gravy by peeling and cut-
ting 3lbs of onions into rings and frying to 
a light brown colour in boiling fat. Mix the 
curry powder into a smooth paste by 
adding cold water. Add this mixture to 
the fried onions and boiling fat, then boil 
for 10 minutes; stirring to prevent burn-
ing. 
  
Soak the bread and squeeze out the 
water. Remove the meat form the bone 
and cut into suitable sized pieces, then 
pass the meat through the mincer, to-

D A I L Y  R A T I O N S   

S K I R T I N G  T H E  I S S U E  S C H O O L S  D A Y  

Keep up to date at: www.thewarandpeaceshow.com 

Andy��Robertshaw��explains��the��
Normandy��invasion��

George Turner—veteran 
Reconnaissance Corps 15th Scottish 

Capture��the��spirit��of��The��War��and��Peace��Show��in��
the��Veterans��marquee��throughout��the��day.��

For fashion-focused visitors—come to the Victory 
Marquee at 1.30pm every day for the fashion show: 

Shells and chic: a day in the life of wartime Britain 


