


Dorchester, where she made roads until 1922. 
Moby was then sold to the Tunbridge Wells 
Rural Council, working until the 1950s when 
she went into preservation and gained the 
name Moby Dick.  The name came from a 
friend of the then owner who had a speedway 
motorbike called of the same name.  It was 
chosen to represent both the slowest and fasted 
vehicles! 

Mike is a member of the Steam Society in 
Chatham and bought Moby from fellow 
members who had bought her for each other as 
a wedding present.  They decided to sell only 

Bought in 2007 by the Reverend Mike 
Stanbrook, this beautiful steam road roller, 
FX7014, is also known as Moby Dick. Built by 

Aveling and 
Porter in 
Rochester, 
Moby was 
first 
registered on 
15 November 
1913 and 
sold to 
Eddison’s in 

H A V E  Y O U  S E E N  T H I S  V E H I C L E ?  

anything I can’t wear!” and then did a twirl to 
show off the stunning mauve cocktail dress that 
she purchased at last year’s War and Peace 
Show. She also modelled a beautiful vintage 
hand-beaded wedding headdress that she 
wears in her show. 

Kitten loves performing here at The War and 
Peace Show because the atmosphere is so 
friendly and welcoming – everyone is here for 
the same reason; a love of the 1940s. 

Kitten grew up in the 1980s when clothes were 

fairly androgynous. Her icon is Marilyn Monroe 
and she was so pleased that she grew up to 
be curvaceous and could replicate the poses 
from the beautiful  
Gil Elvgren 
pictures. 

Kitten will be 
performing in the 
Victory Marquee 
today at 2.30pm 
and 3.30pm.  Do 
try and catch her 
delightful and 
saucy show – you 
will not be 
disappointed. 

In the flesh, Kitten von Mew is a lively, 
approachable girl-next-door. She is always happy 
to talk to fans; in fact while we were talking to her 
she was approached by several fans and even 
broke off to have her photo taken with one. 

Kitten started out as a vintage clothes pin up 
model, moving through lingerie modelling to 
being the face of Blenheim Palace Festival of 
Flight in 2005 and 2007. She believes that 
Burlesque is more permissible within the vintage 
nostalgia setting but does slant her show towards 
the audience, for example being more girlie and 
less saucy when there are youngsters watching.  

Kitten began her burlesque career as the Bride of 
Kittenstein in Sheffield at Peek-a-Boo burlesque 
and has performed in various locations including 
Paris and Milan. She had wanted to be known as 
Kitten la Mew as she had been a fan of the 
cartoon character Pepe le Phew, but found that 
her name was being changed to “von Mew” in 
magazine articles! 

Next year she will be in Berlin and Luxembourg 
and will be appearing in The Berliner – The 
British Military Train doing a fan dance on the 
platform. She will also be visiting Transylvania 
performing at Halloween! 

Kitten designs and makes most of her costumes 
herself, although her corsets are made specially 
to fit, and told us: “I’m a hoarder, but I don’t buy 

Steve Madley, owner of Airsoft World, is based 
15-miles north of Edinburgh in Fife and for nine-
years has been selling replica one-to-one 
firearms for Airsoft skirmish sport, which is similar 
to paintballing but uses BB guns. He is one of the 
UK’s leading importers. 

Steve is committed to safeguarding the 
environment and only uses biodegradable BB 
pellets. They need to remain in the soil for about 
three months to allow soil microbacteria to 
remove the surface coating, then within five 
months to a year they will have rotted away. A 
plus factor is that these 'green’ pellets are 
cheaper than conventional ones! 

A look back over some of our well-
dressed visitors! 

Army Catering Corps Training Pamphlet Medi-
terranean Theatre, Circa 1942 

 
Recipe 3. Cocoa – 100 men 

 
Ingredients 
2 lbs cocoa                           
12 pints milk diluted                    
3lbs sugar                            
b gallons water                             
 
Method 
(a)   Mix cocoa and sugar together. 
(b)   Add sufficient cold milk or water to mix into 
a paste and remove lumps. 
(c)   Pour on the boiling water, stir well and 
bring to the boil for a few minutes. 
(d)    Add hot milk and serve ¾ pint per man. 
 
Note: 
1 tin of USA milk diluted with 1 tin or 1 part 
water makes 1 1/2  pints diluted milk 
1 tin British milk diluted with 1 tin or 1 part wa-
ter makes 2 pints diluted milk 
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as they wanted a bigger engine. Mike jumped at 
the chance as it is very rare for engines to 
become available. 

So why is Moby here at The War and Peace 
Show? Well in 1941 she was rolling tin cans as 
part of the war effort – recycling all the tin, 
which was then melted down to make aircraft 
and artillery. When the photo of her from the 
Kent Photo Archive appeared in the local paper, 
Mike contacted it to say he had the steam roller. 

Now 98 years old, Mike is hoping to take her 
back to where the photo was taken to recreate it 
for her 100th birthday.  Moby has a fairly active 
life, going to rallies and other events.  She 
recently was a prize for Relay for Life 
(Rochester) in aid of Cancer Research. The 
winner donated generously to clean the tubes 
and take her out for an hour.  
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Final Turn—reference to the route into the John 
Radcliffe hospital in Oxford where the bodies of the 
repatriated forces are returned. 


